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StructureStructureStructureStructure

• Owned by Nordland, Troms and 

Finnmark Counties

• Offices in Kirkenes, Murmansk, 

Arkhangelsk and Naryan-Mar

• Project grants from Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 

• Partner programmes with other 
ministries.



The success of the The success of the The success of the The success of the 

Barents cooperationBarents cooperationBarents cooperationBarents cooperation

• 16 years of cooperation 

• 3200 projects financed

• 45 million EUR granted

2008200820082008

• 170 projects funded
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The Barents Region from a Russian Perspecitve



• peripheral localisation

• sparse population and large area

• many ethnic minorities

• delayed start of industrialisation 
followed by a rapid industrialisation 
process

• immigration of large groups of the 
nation’s majority people in the area

• radicalisation of the work force and 
polarisation between radical and 
traditional groups

• a kind of “polar romanticism” which a lot 
of modernising actors held regarding the 
northern dimension of each nation state

• post-modern efforts to strengthen the 
higher education

• revitalisation process which many of the 
national minorities went through during the 
last part of the 20th century

Common features of the Barents Region
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• Soft Security

• Regional foreign policy

• People-to-people cooperation



Barents Cooperation

• Russian Regions in a east – west context

• Increased Knowlegde  about Russia

• Regional Cooperation

•Democracy



Areas of priorityAreas of priorityAreas of priorityAreas of priority

• Culture 

• Competence

• Indigenous peoples

• Business

• Environment 

• Health

• Youth

More information:More information:More information:More information:

www.barents.no



Our workOur workOur workOur work

• Project grants

• Cross-border competence

• Studies and Reports

• BarentsObserver.com
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