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Business Safari III Nordic 

    Event has embraced 35 participants from Sweden, 

Finland, Russia and companies from host 

municipalities of the Northern Norway, which were 

looking for cooperation and new opportunities for the 

business. 

 



Concept of Business Safari – 

practical b2b activities  

 • Business Safari is a 

business trip from 

Russia, Finland and 

Sweden to Norway 

aimed at practical 

meetings of companies 

with Norwegian industry 

representatives. 

• We started with 

exploring possibilities 

and needs on the 

Norwegian side. 

• Second step was the 

process of attracting 

companies from 

Russian, Finnish and 

Swedish sides 

according to the 

demand from Norway 

• Making industry-related 

groups 

• Relevant program. 

Seminars and b2b 

• Feedback and follow-up 

 



Implementation 

• 4 day business trip 

• Local partners: municipalities, Business 

Centers, Chambers of Commerce, 

Development Agencies, Industrial Incubators.  

• 3 municipalities: Hammerfest, Kvalsund, 

Gamvik 

• Sectors: mining, oil & gas, tourism 

• Program in new municipality each day  

 



 To encourage Norwegian companies to test their 

business ideas on the Northwest Russian market  

 To find partners for cooperation and set up the 

business links between entrepreneurs from Russia, 

Norway, Finland and Sweden 

 To promote Norwegian North as an area with 

excellent business opportunities 

Goals 



 Presentations the businesses of all participants 

 Presentations of the host municipalities about 

business’ opportunities of the region 

 B2B panel discussions 

 Visiting hosting companies 

Tools 



Hammerfest is industrial cluster for oil and gas, maritime 

industry and services. 

 

 Cooperation with companies in Hammerfest :  

 “Hammerfest Turist” –cooperation in the sphere of 

tourism 

 “Kreativ Bygg” – souvenirs production 

 “Profitum “ – promotion web-constructor 

 

Hammerfest, September 25th 



Municipality Kvalsund is historically and geographically linked to 

Hammerfest.  

 

 Traditional activities of the region: aquaculture, copper mining and 

fishing industries 

 Developing activities - tourism 

 Perspectives - oil and gas projects, building a new airport 

 

Kvalsund, September 26th 

The municipality of opportunities 



 Traditional activities of  Gamvik municipality and its central town of 

Mehamn is fishery industry 

 Growing area of business is tourism potentialities turning former 

fishermen's lodgings into guest houses 

 

 Perspectives: 

 Installation of a new harbour in the area 

 Brewery  with production using wild growing berries of the region 

Mehamn, September 27th 



 News in local newspapers in Norway and TV in Russia  



 

 Facilitates Norwegian – Russian cooperation 

 Stronger Nordic cooperation: use of common 

opportunities across the borders. Solutions to 

common challenges.  

 Attracts investments across the borders  

 Creates interest for business establishment in 

Northwest Russia 

 Creates interest for internationalization of 

companies  

 

 

Business Safari results  



Follow up 

• Ongoing dialogue 

between companies  

• Each company has 

found at cooperation 

opportunities in at least 

1 municipality  

 

• One Norwegian 

company wants to be 

incubated in SIVA’s 

Norwegian-Russian 

Business Incubator in 

Murmansk, Russia.  



Lessons learned 
• Following up is the most important step 

• Small areas are more “hungry” for business opportunities 

• Strong local partner is important 

• We cannot predict the ways of cooperation beforehand. 

Ideas appears during the b2b meetings. 

• The concept is to be developed in during 2012 - welcoming  

more cooperation between the Nordic countries and 

inviting more Nordic partners  

• JOIN US NEXT TIME! 



Thank you for your attention! 

 

More info on 

www.barentsnova.com 

  

http://www.barentsnova.com/

