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The Regional  Counci l  of  North Karel ia  (F in land)

part ic ipates in  BIO4ECO,  a  European project  on

sustainable  regional  b ioenergy pol ic ies and the

growth potentia l  of  b ioeconomy.  The project

aims to  improve regional  and nat ional  pol icy

processes and pol icy  implementat ion whi le

addressing the transit ion to  a  low carbon

economy by promoting the use of  renewable

energy (especia l ly  forestry  and agr icultural

b iomass)  and the energy eff ic iency of

bui ld ings.  I t  is  based on learning processes at

the local  and internat ional  level :  the project

has organised interregional  and local  meetings,

thematic  workshops,  study v is its  and

workshops to  faci l i tate the learning process.

 

In  North Karel ia ,  the project  concentrates on

achieving the targets of  the region’s  Cl imate

and Energy Programme.  So far ,  the concrete

outputs of  the project  in  North Karel ia  are  an

analysis  of  the current  state of  the forest

bioeconomy in  the region,  developing a  regional

Smart  Forest  Bioeconomy Strategy and an

Action Plan to  faci l i tate the implementat ion of

forest  b ioeconomy strategies and

programmes.  The project  is  now in  i ts  second

phase (10 /2018–09 /2020 ) ,  which focuses on

implementat ion of  the Act ion Plan.

 

Renewable energy transition in sparsely populated areas: Opportunities and challenges

Objective
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  a  n e w  F o r e s t

B i o e c o n o m y  S t r a t e g y ,  o t h e r  c o n c r e t e

o b j e c t i v e s  i n  N o r t h  K a r e l i a  a r e :  80  %

r e d u c t i o n  i n  C O ²  e m i s s i o n s  b y  2030  a n d

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  t u r n o v e r  o f  t h e

b i o e c o n o m y  s e c t o r  f r o m  1 .7  b n  E U R  t o  2 .7b n

E U R  b y  2025 .
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